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Raised	in	a	nominal	Christian	home,	John	Charles	Ryle	(1816-1900)	was	of	the	distinct
opinion	that	Christianity	must	be	one	of	the	most	disagreeable	occupations	on	earth	--
or	in	heaven.	One	day	in	1837	he	happed	into	a	church	where,	hearing	Scripture	read
out	 loud,	 he	was	 transformed.	 One	 verse,	 and	 the	 emphasis	made	 in	 between	 each
clause,	gripped	him.	"By	grace	are	ye	saved	...	through	faith	...	and...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
You	may	spoil	the	Gospel	by	substitution.	You	have	only	to	withdraw	from	the	eyes	of	the	sinner	the	grand
object	which	 the	Bible	 proposes	 to	 faith,Jesus	 Christ;	 and	 to	 substitute	 another	 object	 in	His	 place,the
Church,	the	Ministry,	the	Confessional,	Baptism	or	the	Lords	Supper,and	the	mischief	is	done.	Substitute
anything	for	Christ,	and	the	Gospel	is	totally	spoiled!	Do	this,	either	directly	or	indirectly,	and	your	religion
ceases	to	be	Evangelical.	J.C.	Ryle,	Knots	Untied	//

Reader's	Opinions
Read	this	book	over	a	year	ago	and	skimmed	through	it	again	this	week.	Ryle	is	always	a	pleasure	to	read
and	writes	with	amazing	clarity	and	conviction.
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