MARTIN VAN BUREN AND THE
EMERGENCE OF AMERICAN POPULAR
POLITICS

Martin Van Buren was a one-term president whose public life has long been
overshadowed by the more fiery personalities of his day--Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay,
Daniel Webster, and John C. Calhoun. Nevertheless, Van Buren was a transforming
political figure in American history, one of the first of the new republic's professional
politicians. In the early part of the nineteenth century, America was skeptical...
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Reader's Opinions

It took me 11 months to get through this book! MVB lived an interesting life, but Silbey writes in a more
academic style than, say, Wood, McCullough, or Howe. A few things that stood out to be about MVB:1. He
was a crafty politician. "He rode toward his object with muffled oars." He was accused of noncommitalism
at times (48, 55). He...
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