THE YEAR OF THE FRENCH

In 1798, Irish patriots, committed to freeing their country from England, landed with a
company of French troops in County Mayo, in westernmost Ireland. They were
supposed to be an...
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Music and dance. What | have written must surely suggest a people cursed by Heaven,... No people on
earth, | am persuaded, loves music so well, nor dance, nor oratory, though the music falls strangely on my
ears... More than once | have been at Mr. Treacy's when at close of dinner, some traveling harper would be
called in, blind as often as not, his fingernails kept long and the mysteries of his art hidden...

Reader's Opinions

| don't expect to review or rate too many books, but here's one I just had to, mostly because I'm going to
start Flannagan's final book on Ireland soon. This one, which | read years ago, is one of the most
underrated | can think of. Sad, beautiful, frightening... once | let the adjectives get going, they won't stop.
Literature, history...
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