
RETHINKING	GLOBAL	SISTERHOOD:
WESTERN	FEMINISM	AND	IRAN
Western	women’s	involvement	in	Persia	dates	from	the	mid-nineteenth	century,	when
female	 adventurers	 and	missionaries	 first	 encountered	 their	 veiled	Muslim	 “sisters.”
Twentieth-century	Western	and	state-sponsored	Iranian	feminists	continued	to	use	the
image	 of	 the	 veiled	woman	 as	 the	 embodiment	 of	 backwardness.	 Yet,	 following	 the
1979	revolution,	indigenous	Iranian	feminists	became	more	vocal	in	their	resistance	to
this	characterization.	 In	Rethinking	Global	Sisterhood,	Nima	Naghibi	makes	powerful
connections	among	feminism,	imperialism,	and	the	discourses	of	global	sisterhood....
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