THE SLUM

First published in 1890, and undoubtedly Azevedo's masterpiece, The Slum is one of
the most widely read and critically acclaimed novels ever written about Brazil. Indeed,
its great popularity, realistic descriptions, archetypal situations, detailed local coloring,
and overall race-consciousness may well evoke Huckleberry Finn as the novel's North
American equivalent. Yet Azevedo also exhibits the naturalism of Zola and the ironic
distance of Balzac; while tragic, beautiful, and imaginative as a work of fiction, The
Slum...
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Peek Inside the Book

E aquela msica de fogo doidejava no ar como um aroma quente de plantas brasileiras, em torno das quais
se nutrem, girando, moscardos sensuais e besouros venenosos, freneticamente, bbedos do delicioso
perfume que os mata de volpia. Alusio Azevedo, O...

Depois abraou-se s pernas da filha e, no arrebatamento de sua comoo, beijou-lhe repetidas vezes a barriga
e parecia querer beijar tambm aquele sangue abenoado, que lhes abria os horizontes da vida, que lhes
garantia o futuro; aquele sangue bom, que descia do cu, como a chuva benfazeja sobre uma pobre terra
esterilizada pela seca. Alusio Azevedo, O Cortio //

Reader's Opinions

Despite starting a little slow (it took me a while to get into the story and get the 'rhythm'), | really enjoyed
the book.Besides being a very complete book - there is romance, comedy, drama, blood, sex and a lot
more -, one of the most remarkable points is that as the story develops...
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