MATHEMATICAL EXCURSIONS TO THE
WORLD'S GREAT BUILDINGS

From the pyramids and the Parthenon to the Sydney Opera House and the Bilbao
Guggenheim, this book takes readers on an eye-opening tour of the mathematics
behind some of the world's most spectacular buildings. Beautifully illustrated, the
book explores the milestones in elementary mathematics that enliven the
understanding of these buildings and combines this with an in-depth look at their
aesthetics, history, and structure. Whether using trigonometry and vectors to explain
why Gothic arches are structurally superior to Roman arches, or showing how...
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Reader's Opinions

This is apparently a textbook (it includes problems and discussions and defines and gives etymologies for
reasonably common terms), and apparently of mathematics, but Hahn tries to cover a history of building
methods and architecture in the Western World (pyramids to Gehry's Bilbao museum,) the changing
relations between faith and reason...
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