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In	 The	 First	 Christmas,	 two	 of	 today's	 top	 Jesus	 scholars,	 Marcus	 J.	 Borg	 and	 John
Dominic	Crossan,	join	forces	to	show	how	history	has	biased	our	reading	of	the	nativity
story	as	 it	appears	 in	the	gospels	of	Matthew	and	Luke.	As	they	did	for	Easter	 in	their
previous	 book,	 The	 Last	 Week,	 here	 they	 explore	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 life	 of	 Christ,
peeling	 away	 the	 sentimentalism	 that	 has	 built	 up	 over	 the	 last	 two	 thousand	 years
around	this	most	well	known	of...
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Peek	Inside	the	Book
We	 face	 a	 similar	 choice	 each	 Christmas,	 and	 so	 each	 Advent	 is	 a	 time	 of	 repentance	 for	 the	 past	 and
change	for	the	future.	Do	we	think	that	peace	on	earth	comes	from	Caesar	or	Christ?	Do	we	think	it	comes
through	violent	victory	or	nonviolent	justice?	Advent,	like	Lent,	is	about	a	choice...

Reader's	Opinions
This	was	somewhat	slow	going,	if	not	tedious,	for	meor	at	least	it	seemed	sobecause	they	do	go	into	plenty
of	detail	to	make	their	case.	They	see	the	Matthew	&	Luke	stories	of	conception	&	birth	as	parable	in	nature
and	as	overtures	stating	the	theme	for	the	rest	of	the	gospels.	As	might...

This	may	be	a	weird	book	for	an	atheist	to	read.	But	despite	my	beliefs,	I	am	quite	interested	in	religious
ideas.	Having	read	the	authors'	The	First	Paul,	which	I	found	to	be	quite	intriguing,	a	very	interesting	take
on	Paul's	theology,	I	was	curious	how	they	would	approach	the	birth	stories	of	Jesus.	They	definitely	didn't
disappoint....
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